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DYFS

The large sad eyes of seven year old Faheem Williams from the front page of the New York Post still haunts me.  Lost innocence – such unspeakable tragedy—how does this happen in America, in New Jersey?  Now, please don’t explain that the DYFS worker was overwhelmed by an unreasonable caseload.  Logistics aside, talk to me about morality, conscience, and an agency whose name, Division of Youth & Family Services, defines its mission.  Not spontaneous, but long-standing and premeditated, this horrific crime is much too extensive to slip through any cracks. 


Now, as though I weren’t shaken enough, page 3 of the same paper offered a glowing portrait of a beautiful young couple (looks like an ad for one of the TV reality mating shows) rejoicing that their joint $350,000. income will  be enhanced by $10,000 with the proposed Federal tax change.  They’re delightedly planning how to spend their windfall.  I feel like I’m in the middle of a Saturday Night Live skit.


OK, Barbie & Ken did mention increasing their charitable contributions, along with spending more money in New York.  I have another idea for that $10,000.  Idealistically, of course, we could feed three small children for two years.  Not exactly trickle down, but the same dollars end up with purchasing power—only at a grocery store rather than Le Cirque.  Or, how about combining four “tax rebates” into a salary for an additional DYFS caseworker who will

then spend those dollars on food, housing and a car?  Too simplistic – well, consider a special forces team to rescue kids being held prisoner by terrorists.  Talk about homeland security, I could be a hawk in that war.  Are the generals of DYFS less culpable than the captains of Enron. 


Accountability.  Let accountability start at the top and trickle down.  Let financial relief, safety and support start with those who need it most.
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