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He begged for a Big Mac—or, maybe, a Happy Meal—even a donut.  “She declined,” according to the Star Ledger.  When he found a half of an old dirty cookie in her glove compartment and swallowed it, she agreed not to tell Miss Vanessa, his foster mother.  

An emaciated child was afraid and hungry.  He implored a “safe” adult to feed him. “ She declined.”  Then this DYFS worker documented his hunger, her refusal, his fear.  That is not a system failure; that is a person failure.  It is a metaphor for depraved indifference.

For over a year, the people in New Jersey have been appalled by the horrific abuse and neglect arising from stories of children under the auspices of the DYFS.  Again and again , bureaucrats and politicians have insisted on their dismay and talked about revision and reform—new policies, new procedures.  Committees and panels were formed.  Lawsuits were pressed.
People postured and promised.  Trenton spoke—Gov. McGreevy, Commissioner Harris, Colleen McGuris among the voices.  The children in New Jersey waited.  We sighed with relief when DYFS declared that the safety of 14,000 children had been investigated and assured.  It wasn’t true.


Children waited.  Deadlines passed.


Some people feed stray cats when they appear on the porch.  I even read an article about one Good Samaritan who feeds raccoons in the neighborhood.  But a hungry child asked for a
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 burger and “she declined.”  Thirty eight times adults, charged with the responsibility of the children’s safety, had the opportunity to rescue those four starving boys.


Every time we pass those Golden Arches or inhale the intoxicating aroma of coffee and donuts, we must remember that hungry child. Save the whales and black bears.  I brake for animals.  This product was not tested on animals.  Ban abortion and stem cell research.  Save the rainforests.  Where’s the outcry for these children?  Do we need a bumper sticker?


Linda Van Fossen is the Executive Director of the Counseling Centers for Human Development whose home office is in Cranford, NJ with satellite offices in Monmouth and Ocean Counties.
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